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Biotic potential and Population Growth
The study of this course has been amazing. Most importantly, I learned about biotic potential and how it is significant to the rate of population growth. Biotic potential refers to the ability of a population of living species to increase under ideal environmental conditions (Starr, Evers & Starr, 2011). I also learned that the ecological conditions that are ideal for the growth of population are; availability of enough food supply, lack of predators (who contribute to the extinction of a species), as well as the lack of diseases. The primary determining factors for the biotic potential of every species are its rate of reproduction and the size of each litter (Starr, Evers & Starr, 2011). Another important thing that I noted is that different species have different biotic potential. For instance, the large mammals like human beings produce only once annually, whereas small organisms such as insects produce thousands of their offsprings in a single year (Starr, Evers & Starr, 2011). In this case, I have learned that the biotic potential of organizations get to determine how many offsprings an organism gets to procreate in a single year, thereby leading to high or low population growth. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]One persistent question that remained on my mind was, ‘how come human beings have a low biotic potential and yet the global population growth is on the rise?” The answer to this question is that most species do not live under ideal environmental conditions, which makes their population growth to be disrupted by either the predators, diseases or insufficient food (Starr, Evers & Starr, 2011). However, human beings have come up with several ways of preventing or treating diseases, as well as the advanced techniques of food production and savings. Besides, human beings lack natural predators, making the population growth to continue rising. In this case, I have learned that the ability of human beings to create ideal environmental conditions have increased the biotic potential of the human species, thereby leading to the constant population growth globally.
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